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little or often no reimbursement for the “outpatient” services they provided even though there is no 

dispute whatsoever that the care received was reasonable and necessary.  The only dispute is whether it 

could have been delivered in an outpatient department instead of in the hospital.   

 

“What the federal government is doing is wrong, unfair and a clear violation of federal law,” said Rich 

Umbdenstock, president and CEO of the AHA.  “Doctors and nurses provide the best care possible 

using their medical judgment and training.  Allowing government auditors to second-guess these 

difficult medical decisions about where to best treat a patient years later based on a cold record and 

then refuse to pay for that care is indefensible.” 

 

The AHA is asking the court to overrule this nonpayment policy and reimburse hospitals that have 

been denied payment in the past.  The AHA filed suit in the U.S. District Court for the District of 

Columbia.  For a copy of the complaint, visit www.aha.org.   

 

### 

About the AHA 
The American Hospital Association (AHA) is the national organization that represents and serves all 
types of hospitals, health care networks, and their patients and communities. Close to 5,000 hospitals, 
health care systems, networks, other providers of care and 42,000 individual members come together 
to form the AHA.  Founded in 1898, the AHA provides education for health care leaders and is a 
source of information on health care issues and trends.  For more information, visit the AHA Web site 
at www.aha.org. 
 
 


